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Media meeting
univerSity of KanSaS 
head baSKetball coach 
bill Self meetS with 
reporterS during the 
nba draft on thurSday 
in new yorK.
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Around
the StAte

FYI
• Beginning Monday, 

the west-bound traffic 
on 27th Street will be 
detoured at Fort, north 
to 29th Street, west to 
Hickory and then south to 
27th Street. East-bound 
traffic will remain open 
through the intersec-
tion. The detour will last 
approximately three 
days — pending weather 
conditions. The work 
is related to the 2014 
waterline project on Fort 
Street. Signs will be in 
place to direct travelers. 
Drivers should use cau-
tion and if at all possible 
avoid the areas. The 
city of Hays regrets any 
inconvenience this might 
cause. For more informa-
tion, call the Public Works 
Planning, Inspection and 
Enforcement Division at 
(785) 628-7310 or the 
contractor, APAC, at (785) 
625-3459.

• The city of Ellis will 
be hosting a budget work 
session at 6 p.m. Tues-
day at City Hall.

Briefs
Two injured in accident

on Interstate 70
The driver of a pickup 

pulling a camper trailer 
lost control of his vehicle 
while passing a semi 
Friday and rolled into a 
ditch.

The driver, Lorenz 
Wahlers, 64, St. Louis, 
and a passenger, Sharon 
Wahlers, 66, St. Louis, 
were injured and trans-
ported to Gove County 
Medical Center in Quinter.

Lorenz Wahlers was 
eastbound on Interstate 
70 in a 2011 Chevrolet 
Silverado when the ac-
cident occurred approxi-
mately 1.5 miles east of 
Grinnell. The vehicle 
rolled into the north ditch 
after the camper trailer 
started to fishtail in the 
wind. Both occupants 
were wearing a seatbelt.

City altering trash 
collection for holiday
Due to the observance 

of Independence Day 
on Friday, refuse and 
recycling route collection 
schedules will be altered. 

There will be no chang-
es to Monday through 
Wednesday routes. Col-
lections for Thursday and 
Friday will be collected 
Thursday. 

Although alley collec-
tions might not occur on 
normal days, collections 
will be completed by the 
week’s end. It is antici-
pated heavy volumes will 
be encountered around 
the holidays. Make sure 
bags are out by 7 a.m., 
and keep in mind the 
trucks have no set time 
schedule. 

City of Hays customers 
who have questions can 
contact the Solid Waste 
Division of the Public 
Works Department at 
(785) 628-7357.

Man sentenced to prison 
for Wichita burglaries

WICHITA (MCT) — A 
27-year-old man was 
sentenced Friday to more 
than eight years in prison 
for a string of residential 
burglaries and thefts in 
the Wichita area.

Willis E. Lewis was 
sentenced to eight years 
and two months by 
Sedgwick County District 
Judge Bruce Brown.

Lewis was convicted of 
eight felony charges for 
burglary, aggravated bur-
glary and theft for crimes 
committed from October 
2012 to February, accord-
ing to Kansas Department 
of Corrections records.

After entering local 
houses, he took per-
sonal documents, jewelry, 
electronics and prescrip-
tion drugs worth more 
than $3,000. Eyewitness 
accounts and fingerprints 
helped to solve the case, 
the District Attorney’s Of-
fice said. He was arrested 
April 17.

“I ain’t afraid of no ghost.”
lyric from theme song of movie “Ghostbusters”

By raNdY GONZaLES
rgonzales@dailynews.net

ELLIS — Two paranormal 
investigators in this small, quiet 
town aren’t afraid of  ghosts — but 
they do have a healthy respect for 
the unexplained phenomena they 
encounter.

“My wife always tells me: ‘Don’t 
bring anything home.’ Every time,” 
said one of  the investigators, who 
wanted to be identified only by his 
first name, Steve, due to the nature 
of  the story.

“We don’t do Ouija boards; we 
don’t do seances, anything like 
that,” he added.

“We don’t want anything to 
come touch us — at all. Stay 
away,” said John Kreutzer, who 
along with Steve belongs to the 
Kansas Researchers of  the Unex-
plained Phenomena — a paranor-
mal investigation group formed by 
two Stockton investigators.

Kreutzer got hooked on ghost 
hunting by watching “Ghost Hunt-
ers” on TV several years ago.

“I’ve always had an interest in 
ghosts,” he said. “That kind of  got 

me more into it.”
Both Ellis investigators aren’t 

fans of  “Ghost Adventures,” 
another popular paranormal show 
on cable. It’s a little over the top, 
what with those investigators invit-

ing entities to come in contact with 
them.

“We do not want anything to 
touch us,” Kreutzer said. “They’re 
a little ridiculous.”
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Paranormal investigator John Kreutzer and Dena Patee, director of the Walter P. Chrysler Boyhood Home 
Museum, stand in the entryway of the museum analyzing past data from a previous ghost hunt in the museum 
June 20 in Ellis.

A ghostly hunt

Paranormal investigators demonstrate how a laser grid is used to detect 
shadows during an investigation on the second floor of the house.

See GHOST, A5

By KEn StEPHEnS
Special to

The Hays Daily News
HUTCHINSON — 

EmCare, a Dallas-based 
company hired by Hutchin-
son Regional Medical Cen-
ter to provide emergency 
department and hospitalist 
physicians, has notified 
the hospital it will end its 
contract with the hospital 
effective Sept. 15.

In a press release, 
Hutchinson Regional said 
EmCare’s decision was 
based upon “financial 
considerations and its diffi-
culty in recruiting sufficient 
emergency department 
physicians in order to fulfill 
its contracts in Kansas.”

EmCare, founded in 
1972, said it has 7,000 
affliliated physicians and 
clinicians in 500 hospitals in 
nearly every U.S. state.

EmCare’s website last 
week listed openings for 
emergency department 
physicians in at least five 
Kansas hospitals, not in-
cluding Hutchinson Region-
al. Those hospitals include 
Wesley Medical Center and 
Galichia Heart Hospital in 
Wichita and other uniden-
tified hospitals in Kansas 
City, Leavenworth and 
Junction City.

Other websites show 
EmCare has been advertis-
ing for at least one emer-
gency department doctor 
and a medical director for 
Hutchinson Regional within 
the past month.

In its press release, 
Hutchinson Regional said 
it will have the ability to 
retain any emergency or 
hospitalist physician or mid-
level employee who was 
introduced to EmCare by 
the hospital.

“We immediately began 
to focus our efforts on locat-
ing other ED and hospitalist 
physician staffing groups 
with whom we can poten-
tially contract to provide 
high-quality medical servic-
es to members of  our com-
munity,” said Ken Johnson, 
Hutchinson Regional chief  
operating officer. “The 
community can be assured 
that we will have highly 
qualified physicians avail-
able to meet their needs in 
our emergency department 
without any interruption of  
service.”

EmCare is the second 
company hired by Hutchin-
son Regional to provide 
emergency department 
physicians in the last two 
years.

TeamHealth was hired in 
June 2012.

EmCare and Team 
Health are the two largest 
physician practice manage-
ment (PPM) companies in 
the United States.

Anonymous donor makes gift to FHSU’s teacher ed

Hutch 
ER care 
leaving

EmCarE’s final day is 
sEpt. 15 at hospital

Special to The Hays Daily News
Most would agree teach-

ing is one of  the most 
important jobs in the world. 
It leaves a lasting impression 
on future generations. With-
out the guidance of  gifted 
teachers, many individuals 
wouldn’t be where they are 
today. 

Fort Hays State University 
values teachers and strives to 
provide a quality education 
for the educators of  tomor-
row, and the university’s 
Department of  Teacher 
Education recently has been 
strengthened by a generous 
contribution from a Fort 

Hays alum and anonymous 
donor. 

The donor was born and 
raised in Kansas and has 
loved school since 
age 5. The person 
was introduced 
to Fort Hays in 
1948 and began 
taking sum-
mer classes as 
a student. The 
individual earned 
an undergraduate 
degree in 1956 and, 
later, both a master’s and 
specialist’s degree and then 
proceeded to teach for many 
years before retiring. 

Now, the donor has given 
$124,000 in the hope of  
helping students earn a qual-
ity education at FHSU. The 

fund is an open-ended 
account, which 
means additional 
contributions 
can be made by 
family, friends or 
whoever wishes 

to support it. 
“I believe that 

education is vital to 
our future and hope 

that this gift will help stu-
dents who, perhaps without 
this support, wouldn’t be 
able to attend FHSU,” the 

donor said. 
The funds will provide 

scholarship support for 
a student enrolled in the 
teacher education program 
at FHSU. Recipients must 
have graduated from a 
high school in Osborne or 
Ellis counties and maintain 
a grade-point average of  
3.0 or higher. The scholar-
ship is renewable for four 
years, as long as the student 
remains in good academic 
standing. 

“Many of  our students 
are balancing school with 
full-time jobs and families,” 
said Tiffany Hester, coordi-

nator of  clinical practices 
in FHSU’s Department of  
Teacher Education. “This 
gift will definitely help ease 
the financial burden that 
many of  them face.

“Scholarships are espe-
cially important for pre-ser-
vice teachers because, while 
teaching is very emotionally 
rewarding, salaries are also 
very modest.” 

To learn more about sup-
porting students at FHSU, 
visit the FHSU Foundation 
website at foundation.fhsu.
edu or contact the office 
at (785) 628-5620 or email 
foundation@fhsu.edu. 
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